
 

 

ST. BRENDAN’S SCHOOL 
St Brendan’s School Community promotes the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children. 
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From the Principal 
Yesterday we held our annual school sports which were a great success with all students 
participating in running, jumping and throwing events. Blest with beautiful weather, and the support 
of many parents and our staff, the day ran very smoothly and provided our young athletes with the 
opportunity to display their gifts in the different disciplines. Each team proudly chanted their ‘war 
cry’ in the shadow of their banners.   
At the end of the day, Charity were the overall winners. 
A big thank you to those wonderful parents and staff who ensured the day was a great 
success!!!  

Named after the religious order the Sisters of Charity of Australia. The sisters have been serving 
the people of Australia since 1838. The Sisters of Charity draw inspiration from Mary Aikenhead, 
who founded the Sisters of Charity in Ireland in 1816.    
From 1898 to 1909 the Sisters of Charity were responsible for the educational and spiritual 
management of St Brendan’s School. 
The Sisters of Charity are committed to the service of the poor and disadvantaged, and have a 
commitment to social justice and to the environment. 

 “to bring to each person the love, the tenderness and concern of Christ for the poor, 
seeing Christ in everyone we serve”.  
(Constitutions: Religious Sisters of Charity of Australia.) 

         Mascot - Cockatoo 

Named after the late Fr Bill Jordan, Parish Priest of St Brendan’s Flemington from January 1985 
till his retirement in 2011.  Fr Bill died in 2013. 
Fr Bill Jordan was known for his genuine kindness, generosity to the poor, commitment to service 
and his joyful ministry. 

“…his desire was to lead others to the source of all beauty - God himself.” 
(Vicar General Monsignor Greg Bennet - Obituary 2013) 

         Mascot – Green Tree Frog  

Named after the first Australian Saint – Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop. The Congregation of 
the Sisters of St Joseph was founded by Mary in 1866. 
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In 2010, Mary MacKillop was canonised. This made her the first Australian to be recognised as a 
saint by the Catholic Church. 
Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop is an example to us of courage, care for others, commitment to 
action and embracing God in our life. 

‘never see a need without doing something about it’ 
(Mary MacKillop)  

         Mascot – Red Kangaroo 

  

Named after the religious order, Sisters of Mercy, who have been serving the people of Australia 
since 1846. The Sisters of Mercy draw inspiration from Catherine McAuley, who founded the 
Sisters of Mercy in Ireland in 1831.   
From 1909 to 1990 the Sisters of Mercy were responsible for the educational and spiritual 
management of St Brendan’s School. The Sisters of Mercy advocate for people with no voice and 
for those seeking justice at home and beyond. 

"Because of our God, to whom we sing our song, we join in the search for justice and 
love wherever we are.” (Constitutions 4.09) 

Mascot – Kookaburra 
 
At the end of what was a great day, Charity ran out winners in what was a closely fought 
competition.  

Charity 573   MacKillop 553  Jordan 505   Mercy 500 

 

Next Friday 5th April is the last day of term. As Holy Week is in the 
second week of the school holidays, this day will be spent focusing 
upon the different events that led up to the crucifixion of Jesus on 
Good Friday. Each class is studying an aspect of the week which they 
will present to the whole school in a liturgy to be held in the GYM after 
‘snack’. A note will be sent home on Wednesday confirming the commencement time

SCHOOL FINISHES 

FRIDAY 5 APRIL 

- 1:00 PM 
 
At the beginning of the day on returning to school on Tuesday 23 April, our students 
will be involved in a short Liturgy of the Word based upon the Resurrection.    In 
celebrating Jesus resurrection on Easer Sunday, students will also receive a small 
chocolate egg. If you DO NOT wish your child to receive a chocolate egg, please tell 
your child’s classroom teacher.

 

ENHANCING CATHOLIC SCHOOL IDENTITY  

This is the final week to complete the survey. If you haven’t had the opportunity, now is the 
moment to find time.   

At St Brendan’s, our Catholic education is based on Jesus Christ and his teachings. We do this by 
creating opportunities for staff, students and families to experience the Catholic tradition and 
understand them in 2019.  

A survey has been developed to better understand how St Brendan’s School is Catholic and how 
to support our future development. There are 4 sections to the survey, overall taking about 45 
minutes to complete. To help us in our planning, families are asked to provide us feedback 
through the survey. 



The survey information and log in details are attached to this newsletter. In anticipation, thank you 
for your support in this matter. 

Yours in education, 

Peter Hayes 

Principal 

 

SCHOOL NEWS       

PRAYER ASSEMBLY 
Next Prayer Assembly will be held in Term 2 on Monday 5 May 

- Presented by Year 5/6 LS 

 
‘LIVE IN FAITH’ AWARDS 
Our recipients of this week’s St Brendan’s ‘Live in Faith’ Award are:   
 
Yvette 1/2G                 Jade 1/2G              Jonathan 1/2J                   Jenny 1/2J  
Jenny 1/2J                   Samuel Prep          Salome Prep  
  
 

 

 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 

31st March 2019 

 

Michaela is a 21-year-old trainee at Purple House, a dialysis 

centre in the Central Desert for people suffering from kidney 

disease. The Aboriginal-controlled service gives patients the 

opportunity to stay connected with their culture. They do this 

through traditional healing practices and income-generating 

activities, such as making bush balms and soaps. With the 

support of Caritas partners, Michaela is helping to build a social 

enterprise, a connection to culture and a new outlook for the 

chronically ill. 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2019 and help provide essential health 

care, employment and training for First Australians like Michaela.  

Lives change when we all give 100%. You can donate through Parish boxes and 

envelopes, by visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phoning 1800 024 413. 
 

 

LENTEN APPEAL 

Over the Lenten period, our students will be invited to contribute to our Parish Pantry which 
provides food hampers to those in need in the area. 

We will be collecting non-perishable foods including   

 canned vegetables 

 canned tuna  

 canned chicken 

 rice 

http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion


 UHT milk 

 pasta 

 pasta sauce 

 canned meats 
 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 

Our new School Administration staff and I manage the Uniform Shop. To ensure that all aspects of 
administration are covered well, uniform orders may be placed in the office in the morning and 
we’ll endeavour to have the order packed and ready to be picked up and paid for in the afternoon.  

ABSENCES PROCEDURE - REMINDER 
Parents and guardians are reminded to notify the school if your child is going to be absent. You 
can notify the school by 
• Calling the school on the day – 9376 0249 – please call before 9:30am 
• Emailing the school absence email – absence@sbflemington.catholic.edu.au 
• Sending a notification through the St Brendan’s SKOOLBAG App 
• Writing a note if you know in advance of when your child will be absent 
• Seeing your child’s teacher prior to or on the day of an absence. 

The school is now required to contact all parents and guardians of children who are absent without 
an explanation. Please remember that written notes are still required when your child 
returns to school. Yellow absence letters are available from the school office. 
 

Talking to your child about the Christchurch tragedy. 
In light of media reports about the tragedy in Christchurch, Kids Helpline would like to remind 
parents that free phone and online counselling service Kids Helpline is available to all children 
and young people across the Australia anytime and for any reason. 
Kids Helpline is Australia’s only free confidential 24/7 online and phone counselling service for 
children and young people aged 5 to 25 years. www.kidshelpline.com.au or free call 1800 55 
1800. 
Kids Helpline counsellors advise the following tips for helping young people affected: 
Be there. Let them know that it’s OK and normal to be concerned and worried about this e.g. 
“Yes it’s very sad isn’t it?” 
Have a discussion about what happened and help them process what’s occurred. 
Try to limit their exposure to media stories around the tragedy.  Having them view or hear over 
and over what has occurred can re-traumatise them and build anxiety. It’s OK to simply turn off 
the news for a while and use it as an opportunity to talk. 
Try and find something positive to do. Might simply be writing out a card, contributing to a 
fundraising campaign. 
Stick to your normal daily routine. Kids draw a deal of comfort and safety around routine and 
consistency. Ensure they continue to socialise with friends. 
Hugs and comfort. Let them know they are loved and that they are safe. 
Look after you. Don’t forget to look after you. This can be a stressful time for everyone. 
 

 
 
 

SCHOOL CALENDAR 
 

For full calendar download the St Brendan’s SKOOLBAG App 

2019 

Term 1 

Week 9 Thursday 28 March Confirmation – An Evening with Elio Capra 

(Year 5/6 Confirmation parent evening) 



 

SCHOOL DATES 2019 – dates are correct at time of publication 

Term 1 31 January (Thurs - Years 1-6) to 5 April (Fri) 

Term 2 23 April (Tues) to 28 June (Fri) 

Term 3 15 July (Mon) – 20 September (Fri) 

Term 4 7 October (Mon) – 19 December (Thurs) 

 
CO-CURRICULA ACTIVITIES – Current 
 

CURRENT EVENTS 

Run the Block Years 3-6 Tues &  Fri 8:30 – 8:45 am 

Run the Tennis Courts Years Prep - 2 Tues &  Fri 8:30 – 8:45 am 

ONGOING EVENTS 

Breakfast Club Whole School Mon and Wed 8:00 – 8:30 

Early Years Program  
(gold coin donation) 

0 – 5 Years Tuesday’s 9:00 – 10:30 
The Curragh (Library) 

Keyboard (cost) Years 2 - 6 Wednesday mornings 

Tennis (cost) Years 4 - 6 Wednesday mornings 

 

SCHOOL CLOSURE DATES 2018 – dates are correct at time of publication 

Term 2 Friday 14 June - Wellbeing 

 Term 3 – Personal Faith Development (TBA) 

 Mon 4 & Tues 5 Nov – Melbourne Cup Long Weekend 

 Friday 6 December - Strategic Planning 

 
 

ST BRENDAN’S & HOLY ROSARY 

  

Mass Times at St Brendan’s 

WEEKDAYS Wednesday & Friday 9:15 am  

WEEK-ENDS Saturday 9:15 am 6:00 pm 

Week 10    

 Monday  1 April NO PRAYER ASSEMBLY 

 Friday 5 April HOLY WEEK LITURGY  

   TERM FINISH 1:00 pm 

    

 GOOD FRIDAY 19 April 

 EASTER SUNDAY 21 APRIL 

 EASTER MONDAY 22 APRIL 

TERM 2 

Week 1 Tuesday 23 April Term 2 Begins 



 Sunday  10.30 am - English and Italian 

   1:00 pm - Coptic Mass 

Administration Office: 103 Wellington Street Flemington, 3031 

Web Address: flemkencatholic.com Phone: 9412 8495         9:00 am – 3:00 pm Mon to Fri 
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