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From the Principal, 

Many years ago, I had the good opportunity 
to read ‘A Fortunate Life’, an autobiography 
written by Albert Facey. Published towards 
the end of his life in 1981, it tells the story of 
his growing up in Western Australia before 
joining the Gallipoli campaign of World War I. 
It also tells his life story on returning from the 
war and living a full life, a life of hardship, 
loss, friendship and love. Like Albert, we too 
live full lives, lives ‘of hardship, loss, 
friendship and love’. 

Born in 1894, Albert was a ‘participator’ in life. 
When he saw the chance, he stepped up to 
make a difference. He didn’t sit back and 
wait, being a ‘spectator’ on others.  He 
willingly chose to make a difference. Albert’s 
attitude in facing his challenges left me in 
wonder and awe when I first read the novel 
40 years ago and today, it continues to 
provide me inspiration.  

I have had many opportunities as father and 
teacher/principal to work alongside volunteers 
who have given, contributed and helped 
others in different communities. For parents, 
these opportunities are worthwhile with 
children learning social responsibility, picking 
up positive values as they watch their mums 
and dads give back to the community. The 
‘participator’ also sends a positive message 
that they consider the cause worthwhile.  

An added bonus is the personal satisfaction 
that may be received. It is a privilege to meet 
and work with other like-minded people and it 
often becomes an enjoyable and rewarding 
experience. 

A number of years ago I had the opportunity 
to go on a study tour to New Mexico during 
the June/July school holiday period. On July 
4, Americans celebrate Independence Day 

with large community events. The touring 
group decided to have breakfast in a hotel 
overlooking the celebrations, being 
‘spectators’. However, 1 member of the group 
wanted an authentic experience and joined in 
with the local Rotary Club working on a BBQ 
cooking for the ‘Pancakes on the Plaza’ 
festivities. Being a ‘participator’, he was able 
to contribute to the celebration, and as an 
extra bonus, was involved in many congenial 
discussions including a 5-minute 
conversation with the then senior United 
States Senator from New Mexico, Tom Udal. 
Tom asked the Aussie ‘What are you doing 
here’? and I spoke about the purpose of the 
study tour. 

I was fortunate to 
have the 
opportunity to be 
in the States on 
another occasion 
at the same time 
and once again 
cooked pancakes while my touring party were 
‘spectators’ eating their breakfast at a 
neighbouring hotel. On this occasion, I was 
cooking pancakes on my BBQ when Susana 
Martinez took up a 30-minute shift on the 
BBQ beside me. Suzanna was the: 

 first female Governor of New Mexico 

 first Hispanic female state chief 
executive in the United States 

 31st governor of the state of New 
Mexico. 

Suzanna served as governor for 8 years 
before standing down at the beginning of 
2019. Once again, I had the opportunity to 
converse with a key official about ‘life’, and a 
little education. 
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At St Brendan’s ‘participators’ play an 
important role in many aspects of school life 
whether it be supporting the learning in the 
classrooms, excursions, sporting events, 
committees, working bees, Cuppa on the 
Kerb, Books in Homes and Fun Day etc… 
This leads me to 2 important questions that 
only you can answer. 

Are you a ‘spectator’ or a ‘participator’ in your 
life? 

Are you a ‘spectator’ or a ‘participator’ in your 
child’s school life? 

In the coming terms we have a number of key 
activities taking place and I am seeking 
‘participators’ to ensure their success. These 
events include: 

. Grandparents’ / Special Friends’ Day – 
Thursday 1 August 

. Working Bee – Saturday August 24 
August 

. Fathers’ Day Breakfast - Friday 30 
August 

. Fun Day - Term 4. 

 

 

 ‘Grandparents’ and ‘Special Persons’ Day 

Thursday 1 August 
1:45 – 3:00pm 

Spend the afternoon with us on this important day. 
Join us for a light lunch in the ‘Curragh’ followed by a student 

led reflection and acknowledgement of the important role 
grandparents and special people play. 

 

“Young people need something stable to hang on to 

— a culture connection, a sense of their own past, a hope for their own future.  

Most of all, they need what grandparents can give them.” 

Jay Kesler 

 

Peter Hayes 

Principal 

SCHOOL NEWS       

PRAYER ASSEMBLY 
 

Next Prayer Assembly will be held in Term 3 on Monday 26 August and led by Year 1/2s. 
Next Week – Grandparents’ and Special Friends Liturgy of the Word – Thursday 1:45 – 3:00 pm. 
 
‘LIVE IN FAITH’ AWARDS 
Our recipients from last week’s St Brendan’s ‘Live in Faith’ Award are:  
 

Meklit 3/4N Yvette 1/2G Austin 5/6MK  Blain 5/6MK  
 Eric 3/4N  Ava 1/2G   Hayelom 5/6MK   

Adam 3/4N  Zula 1/2G  Joe 5/6MK   
Rohan 1/2G  Itsarin 5/6MK  Brandon 5/6MK   

 
 
 
 
 

Steve has worked in several schools teaching all year levels. He has a passion 
and specialisation Wellbeing and holds a Masters of Wellbeing degree from 
Melbourne University.  This year, Steve shares the teaching of Year 5/6 LS with 
our Mathematics Leader Linda.  
 



‘Wellbeing is very important in the overall health of an individual, helping them to achieve 
what they want out of life and develop positive attitudes to successfully overcome difficulties.’  

In his role, Steve works with our teachers in professional learning, developing and delivering 
programs, assisting programming for students with specialised learning needs and building 
partnerships with outside services in supporting our students and families. 
Steve has settled in very well and brings great experience to our school team. 
 
CAMP UPDATE 

Our Year 5/6 students have entered the camp with great enthusiasm. Leaving at 9:00 am they 
travelled to Mount Macedon and had a stop at the Memorial Cross for morning tea. The Cross, 
the most significant war memorial in Victoria stands an impressive 21 m high and form its base 
it provides sweeping views across the country side and on a clear day, in the distance Melbourne 
and the cities of Geelong, Ballarat and Bendigo may be seen. 
Back on the bus, the next stop was the Malmsbury Botanical gardens for a short walk before 

entering the camping grounds.  

 

 

 

 

 

On arrival, our students settled into their rooms before having a tour of the facility and discussing 
expectations. Then the first rotation.    

In small groups, students will participate in a variety of activities over the three days.  

Wearing harnesses and helmets, they will face the Giant Swing and Climbing Tower, feeling 
adrenaline pumping through their bodies as they stretch themselves to reach ‘their top’.   

The Initiatives sees teams challenged to plan, problem solve and think creatively enhancing the 
team-building process and have fun. 

A new activity this year is the Ga-Ga Pit. Below is a student reflection that best describes the 
game.  

Ga-Ga is a cool and fun game to play with a class or friends. 

You play the game in a pit with some sand and a ga-ga ball (medium 
sized rubber ball). You are not allowed to kick the ball, you can only hit it 
with an open hand. It is similar to dodgeball. The object is to eliminate 
others by hitting them with the ball below the knees. The last person is 
the winner. 

Ga-Ga is an active fun game to play. 

I’m very pleased to say that our students have entered into camp with a positive and healthy 
attitude, working well together and enjoying each-others’ company.  

 

SCHOOL CALENDAR 
 

 

SCHOOL DATES 2019 – dates are correct at time of publication 

Term 3 15 July (Mon) – 20 September (Fri) 

For full calendar download the St Brendan’s SKOOLBAG App 

2019 

TERM 3 

Week 2 Thurs 25 July Year 5/6 Camp - Malmsbury 

 Friday 26 July Year 5/6 Camp - Malmsbury 

Week 3 Thurs 1 August Grandparents and Special Friends’ Day 1:45- 3:00 pm 

Week 4 Wed 7 August Parish Education Board 7:00 pm 



Term 4 7 October (Mon) – 19 December (Thurs) 

 

SCHOOL DATES 2020 – dates are correct at time of publication 

Term1 30 January (Thurs) – 27 March (Fri) 

Prep 31 January (Fri)  

Term 2 14 April (Tues) – 26 June (Fri) 

Term 3 13 July (Mon) – 18 September (Fri) 

Term 4 5 October (Mon) – 17 December (Thurs) 

 
 
CO-CURRICULA and EXTRA-CURRICULA ACTIVITIES  
 

CURRENT EVENTS 

Grandparents’ Day Years P- 6 Thursday 1 August 1:45 – 3:00 pm 

ONGOING EVENTS 

Breakfast Club Whole School Monday & Wednesday 8:00 – 8:30 

Early Years Program 
(gold coin donation) 

0 – 5 Years 
Each Tuesday 9:00 – 10:30 

The Curragh (Library) 

Run the Block Years 3-6 Tuesday & Friday 8:30 – 8:45  

Run the Tennis Courts Years Prep - 2 Tuesday & Friday 8:30 – 8:45  

Tennis (cost) Years 4 - 6 Friday afternoon 

 
SCHOOL CLOSURE DATES 2019 – dates are correct at time of publication 

 

Term 3   Personal Faith Development (TBA) 

 Mon 9 September - First Aid 

Term 4   Mon 4 and Tues 5 November – Melbourne Cup Long 
Weekend 

 Fri 6 December - Strategic Planning 

 

ST BRENDAN’S & HOLY ROSARY 

  
 

Mass Times at St Brendan’s 

WEEKDAYS Wednesday and Friday 9:15 am  

WEEK-ENDS Saturday 9:15 am 6:00 pm 

 Sunday  10:30 am - English and Italian 

   1:00 pm - Coptic Mass 

Administration Office: 103 Wellington Street Flemington, 3031 

Web Address: flemkencatholic.com Phone: 9412 8495         9:00 am – 3:00 pm Mon to Fri 
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POSITION VACANT 
Position Description 
Position Title: St Brendan’s Parish Bookkeeper 
Reports to: Parish Priest 
Conditions: The position is casual; 12 - 15 hours per week on commencement, to be worked 
between 9am to 3.30pm on a Wednesday and one other day to be agreed upon with the successful 
applicant. The role is based at St Brendan’s Parish, Flemington. 
Overview 
An opportunity exists to serve the multi-cultural Parish communities of Holy Rosary-Kensington and 
St Brendan’s-Flemington. 
Duties will include, but not be limited to: 

. Responsible for accounts payable, accounts receivable, payroll and cash flow. Bring all 
Parish 

. accounts to financial statement stage. 

. Manage the Parish Stewardship program 

. Prepare the regular Business Activity Statements, end of financial year reports (CAM)and 

. end of tax year reports (ATO) 

. Maintain the Parish IT & telecommunications network 

. Actively support the Parish Priest and work with office staff in the day to operation of the 

. Parish and take responsibility for a wide range of administrative tasks with the objective of 

. ensuring efficient administration with a strong pastoral focus in the Parish 

. Maintain Parish records and generate reports using the data base program 

. Procurement of goods and services 

. Manage an extensive property portfolio 
Qualifications, Skills & Experience 

. Bookkeeping skills 

. Experience with using an accounting system/program 

. High computer literacy; with a sound working knowledge of MS Excel, Word and website 
management. 

. An openness to learn 

. Knowledge of “Parish On Line” software would be highly regarded 

. Ability to relate to a variety of people & develop sound working relationships, work with a 
spirit of generosity and achieve in a team environment 

. Ability to work to deadlines and be attentive to detail and quality service provision 

. Energetic and highly motivated with initiative and capacity to work with a minimum of 
supervision 

. Well motivated to work for the Church and ideally possess a strong commitment to its 
practices and values 

Other Relevant Requirements 

. Working With Children Check 

. Police Check (new check required) 
Additional Information: 

. Applications are to be sent to recruitment@cam.org.au by 30 July 2019. Please 
submit a covering letter along with a current resume. 

. For further information contact Nandi Adams on (03) 9926 5793 or 
nandi.adams@cam.org.au 

The Archdiocese is committed to the safety, wellbeing and                                                                      
dignity of all children and vulnerable adults. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

‘Participator’ Form 

Peter, 
I would like to be a ‘participator’ in the following and ensure the success of planned events. 
I wish to participate by: 
  

Grandparents’ & Special Persons’ Day 

Thursday 1 August 

 Set up 1:00     

 Serve 1:45     

 Pack up 2:30     

 Provide Sweet     

 Provide Savoury     

Fathers’ Day 

Friday 31 August 

 Set up                    7:30     

 Serve                     8:00     

 Pack up                  8:45     

Working Bee 

Saturday August 

   9:00 – 12:00     
 

Fun Day  
- Held in early November, Fun Day is a social and fundraising event. This year we  

 Co-ordinating Committee  - meet regularly at an arranged time 

 Stall Co-ordinator 

 Stall Helper 

 

Name: ……………………………………     
Please Print 

Child’s Name: ………………  Class: …………… 

 
 
  
  



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  


